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By NICOLE WEISENSEE EGAN
weisenn@phillynews.com

MONTGOMER Y Count y District Attorne y Bruc e L. Castor
Jr. announc ed last night that he will not file criminal

charges against entertainer Bill Cosby for allegedly drugging
and groping a woman last year.

“The district attorne y finds insufficient credible and ad-
missible evidenc e exists upon which any charge against

Mr. Cosby could be sustained beyond a reasonable
doubt,” Castor said in a press release issued shortly
before 6 p.m.

“In addition, District Attorne y Castor applied the
Rules of Evidenc e governing whether or not evi-
denc e is admissible,” the statement said. “Evidenc e

may be inadmissible if it is too remote in time to be
consider ed legally relevant or if it was illegally ob-
tained pursuant to Pennsylvania law. After this analy-
sis, the district attorne y concludes that a conviction
under the circumstanc es of this case would be unat-
tainable . As such, District Attorne y Castor declines
to authorize the filing of criminal char ges in connec-
tion with this matter.”

Dolores Troiani, the alleged victim’s attorne y, was
furious that Castor had not notified the victim her-
self about his decision. Troiani said she found out
from the media and had not been able to reach her
client.

“I think the fact that she wasn’t notified in ad-
vanc e speaks volumes about the manner in which
the investigation was conducted by Mr. Castor,”
she said. “This is inexplicable conduct. Why would
he not give us the courtesy of telling us this would
happen ?”

Troiani said she has to talk with her client but an-
ticipa tes filing a civil suit against Cosby on her be-

half.
“Obviously, we belie ve this is a strong

case,” Troiani said.
Walter Phillips, Jr., Cosby’s attorne y,

would not say how he found out his cli-
ent would not be charged. He would
not respond to media reports that
Cosby had told investigators that
sexual contact had been consensu-
al. Instea d, he stuck to a brief
statement.

“Mr. Cosby is gratified that Dis-
trict Attorne y Castor, after a
thorough investigation conduct-
ed with the full cooper ation of
Mr. Cosby, has determined not
to file char ges,” Phillips said.
“Mr. Cosby looks forwar d to
moving on with his life.”

Castor’s decision not to
hold a news conference

about his decision was also

No criminal charges against the Cos
Montco D.A.: ‘Insufficient credible and admissible evidence’

See COSBY Next Page

Daily News file photo

This woman’s face has been
digitally altered to protect
her identity. She has accused
comedian Bill Cosby (right)
of groping her more than a
year ago.

“The district
attorney finds

insufficient,
credible and
admissible
evidence

exists upon
which any

charge against
Mr. Cosby could

be sustained
beyond a

reasonable
doubt.”

Bruce L. Castor Jr. (above),
Montgomery County district attorney,

in a press release

THE COSBY CASE
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By CATHERINE LUCEY

luceyc@phillynews.com

An elder ly, wheelchair-bound
man with Alzheimer’s was as-
saulted in his nursing home
Wednesda y, possibly by a nurse’s
aide, polic e said.

John King, 72, was found at
about 9:15 p.m. by emplo yees at
the Delaware Valley Veterans
Home in the Far Northeast. He
had bruises and marks on his
face, chest, legs and back, as well
as a bloody nose, said Capt. John
Gallagher of Northeast Detec-
tives.

“You’re talking about a man
who is completely defenseles s,”
Gallagher said. “This is a heinous
crime . This is terrible .”

King, a veteran, was taken to
Nazareth Hospital, where he was
listed in stable condition. King
cannot speak, so he couldn’t tell
polic e what happened.

Gallagher said a nurse’s aide
was allegedly the last person
alone with King before the inci-
dent. Police have not yet inter-
viewed this man or named him as
a suspect.

Officials at the home told the
aide to stay put and talk with po-
lice Tuesda y night, but he took
his personal belonging s and fled.
Some emplo yees tried to stop
him, but he eluded them, Gallagh-
er said.

Gallagher would not identify
the emplo yee, who lives in Phila-
delphia. He said polic e were still

building their case and would
make an arrest when they have
probable cause .

A spokeswoman for the home
said the aide had been suspended
pending results of the polic e in-
vestigation.

Gallagher said he had no knowl-
edge of prior incidents of violenc e
at the home .

King’s family have been noti-
fied of the assault and are under-
standably upset.

“You’re talking about taking
someone you love and putting
them inside this facility and trust-
ing the staff with care of this indi-
vidual, and this is what happens,”
Gallagher said. “So obviously
they’re very concerned and upset
about Mr. King.”

Delaware Valley Veterans
Home, one of the state’s six
homes for vets, opened in 2002. It
has 177 beds and is at 77 percent
capa city, according to spokes-
woman Joan Nissley.

Nissley said the state was very
concerned about the attack on
King.

“Obviously the securit y of our
residents and emplo yees is of the
utmost importanc e,” she said,
adding that they would be check-
ing to see if the home needs fur-
ther securit y. i

Infirm man beaten
at NE vet home

Cops: Nurse’s aide fled after incident

By GLORIA CAMPISI
& JULIE KNIPE
campisg@phillynews.com

They knew her by the tattoo on
her arm. It was “Pooh,” the nick-
name Javon Connor got when she
was a baby.

The teena ger had been beaten
so badly when her body was
found Wednesda y in a rolled-up
carpet sticking from a basement
windo w of an abandoned grocery
store that her face was unrecog-
nizable , a sister, Jacqueline Cart-
er, said yesterday.

Connor, 18, had disappear ed
Monda y on her way to South Phil-
adelphia High School, where she
was a senior, Carter, one of Con-
nor’s 13 brother s and sisters, said
yesterday at the family home on
Silver Street near Broad in North
Phila delphia.

Connor never came home Mon-
day to the house near the murder
scene — an abandoned store on
Hutchinson Street near Auburn
— where she had been staying
with a sister-in-la w, Carter said.

When Connor didn’t surface
Tuesda y, Carter called the
school. “They said she wasn’t

there Monda y or Tuesda y.”
Her frightened family filed a

missing-persons report with po-
lice but were told they had to wait
72 hours for Connor to be formal-
ly consider ed missing.

Then Wednesda y, a neighbor
told them about the young girl
whose naked body had been left
rolled in a pink blanket at the
abandoned store. The body was
discovered by a woman who was
sweeping the street. She called
911.

“We put two-and-t wo together.
Two-and-t wo made four,” Carter
said. They called the polic e dis-
trict, and the body was formally
identified yesterday as Connor’s.

The family belie ves Connor
was killed by someone she knew,
Carter said.

She described Connor as “high-
spirited, a joy to be around.

“She was a very detrmined
young woman,” Carter said. “She
knew the direction she wanted to
go in life.”

And that was into the world of
beaut y.

Connor, who had a boyfriend,
“planned to be a beautician or
something in fashion,” her sister
said. “She was very good with her
hands.

“She’s going to be missed. She
was very much loved,” Carter
said. “You see it on TV, but you
never in a million years think
something like this will happen in
your family. It’s like an out- of-
body experienc e.” i

Tattoo reveals identity
of slain teenager

not a surprise . He has come un-
der fire for comments he made
about the case at a news confer-
ence three weeks ago. Just
hours after detectiv es inter-
viewed Cosby, Castor por-
trayed the case as weak and
said the victim’s delay in report-
ing the offense hurt the case .

Women’s groups also at-
tacked Phillips, who heads the
Pennsylvania Commis sion on
Crime and Delinquency , which
helps crime victims. Phillips
had criticized the alleged Cosby
victim for waiting to come for-
ward, and called her story “bi-
zarre” and “preposter ous.”

Castor’s and Phillips’ com-
ments prompted California at-

torne y Tamar a Green to come
forwar d with similar allega-
tions about Cosby that she said
happened in the early 1970s.
She gave a statement to detec-
tives and told her story first to
the Daily News. Other alleged
victims came forwar d after see-
ing her in various nationally
televised intervie ws.

Green said Castor’s decision
was a done deal three weeks
ago.

“You guys need a new district
attorne y to protect its citizens
because he was supposed to be
her lawyer, not Bill Cosby’s law-
yer,” Green said.

Green also said that, since
she came forwar d, women in
television studios, supermar-
kets and medical offic es have
been telling her how they had
been sexually assaulted. And
how they had never told anyone
about it.

“I have been asked in the
course of being intervie wed
whether I think women’s rights
have progressed since the early
1970s when this happened to
me,” she said. “All I can say is a
woman came forwar d in Mont-
gomery Count y in 2005 and
complained of a sexual assault,
and how’s it working for her?
How much better off is she than
I would have been if I’d rushed
to the cops back then?

“So, between then and 2005 , I

COSBY
Continued from Preceding Page

State Sen. Roger Madigan,
R-Bradford, chairman of the
Sena te Transporta tion Com-
mittee , represents a large ru-
ral district with a small urban
area, not a small urban and ru-
ral district as was erroneously
reported in yesterday's ques-
tion-and-answ er story by Dan
Geringer.

When we’ve made an error, we’ll
say so. If we need to clarify a
point, we’ll do that as well, and
we’ll do so in this space. If you
have a concern about our cover-
age, please call Lorenzo Biggs at
215-854-5030 or e-mail
DNcorrection@phillynews.com

CORRECTION

Javon Connor: Beaten to death

See COSBY Page 34

Walter Phillips, Jr., attorney for Cosby (above), would not say
how he found out his client would not be charged.

“She was a very
determined young

woman. She knew the
direction she wanted to

go in life.”

JACQUELINE CARTER, victim’s sister
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would suggest that nothing has
chang ed,” she said.

The alleged victim is 31 and the
former director of operations for
Temple University’s women’s
basketball team. Cosby is a huge
supporter of the women’s team, a
frequent attendee of their games
and a close friend of the coach,
Dawn Stale y. He met the alleged
victim through Stale y.

The woman said she had been
at his Elkins Park, Montg omery
Count y, mansion in January
2004, when she complained of
stress and tension. She told po-
lice that Cosby had offered her
some pills, which made her “diz-
zy and sick.” She said that her rec-
ollections of the incident were
fuzzy but that she recalled Cosby
“touching her breast and placing
her hand on his penis,” the polic e
report said.

She said she woke about 4 a.m.
and found “her clothing in disar-
ray and her bra undone ,” the re-
port said. She drove herself
home .

She said she had not reported
the alleged offense to authorities
immedia tely, in part, due to “Mr.
Cosby’s fame and due to her posi-
tion at Temple ,” the report said.
The woman left Temple last April
and returned home to Canada to
enroll in massage-therapy school.
Her lawyers said she had not told
anyone about what had hap-
pened to her until she told her
mother, a few weeks before she
went to polic e on Jan. 13 this year.

In his statement issued last
night, Castor said investigators
had intervie wed family, friends

and co-workers of the complain-
ant, and professional acquaintan-
ces and emplo yees of Cosby. Cas-
tor said detectiv es also searched
Cosby’s home and looked at
phone records “and other items
that might have evidentiary val-
ue.”

Finally, Castor said he re-
viewed statements from “other
persons” claiming Cosby had be-
haved inappr opria tely with
them.

“However, the detectiv es could
find no instanc e in Mr. Cosby’s
past where anyone complained to
law enforcement of conduct,
which would constitute a crimi-
nal offense,” the statement said.

The statement also indirectly
addressed reports that the al-
leged victim had taped conversa-
tions of Cosby offering her moth-
er financial compensa tion after
she had gone to polic e. The family
did not take him up on his alleged
offer. Castor’s statement hinted
that it was “illegally obtained,”
but other legal experts have said
the tapes could be admissible .

Castor said he would reconsid-
er his decision “should the need
arise .” Because there may be a
civil suit, Castor said he would of-
fer no opinions about the credibili-
ty of either party, nor would he
make public comments about his
decision.

“Much exists in this investiga-
tion that could be used [by oth-
ers] to portr ay persons on both
sides of the issue in a less than
flattering light,” the statement
said. “The district attorne y en-
courages the parties to resolve
their dispute from this point for-
ward with a minimum of rheto-
ric.” i
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Create
your own
“Wall of
Fame”
Your family members will
appreciate seeing their
accomplishments framed
and displayed.
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